ST. STEPHEN CATHOLIC CHURCH August 23, 2026

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

303 Lincoln Way East e -
McConnellsburg, PA 17233 o;m d
Father Derek Fairman, Pastor Timery

Email: fdfairman@gmail.com or dfairman@dioceseaj.org
Phone Number: 814-652-5854 (Everett Parish Office)

y i

Parish Council

Donna Fisher, Parish Secretary Karen Croft - President

Email: dfisher@dioceseaj.org Carol Babinsack —Vice President and Finance Liaison

Office: 717-485-3723 Joe Fignar, Angela Roman, and Doris Nolte

Mass Times Confession Times New Parishioners: Please fill out a blue card,
on the table in the vestibule by the guest book.

Saturday at 4:00 p.m. Saturday: 3:30 p.m.

Sunday at 12: 00 p.m. (Noon) Sunday: After Noon Mass or Anytime by Appointment

First Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23 Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36

Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:13-20

Readings can be found in the Blue Hymnal #913

Mass Intentions Lector Schedule
Saturday +Living and Deceased Members of The Gartner Family 822 Saturday Cathy Snyder
4:00 p.m. . by The Gartner Famil: :
8/1 /25212 req. by the Lartner kamtly 8/23 Sunday Fr. Fairman
Sunday +Frank Griffen 8/29 Saturday Fr. Fairman
12:00p.m. (NOON . i
8/2/20% ‘lsn ( ) req. by Joe & Janice Wolfe 8/30 Sunday Kathy Lake
Saturday +Nadia Rusinovich
4:00 p.m. req. by Rita Diana
8/8/2026
Sunday +Geri & Paul Petrosky
12:00p.m. (NOON) req. by Arlene Babb & Family Counter Schedule
8/9/2026
Sunday - 8/23 | Ed & Karen Leisinger
Saturday +Robert Croft
4:00 p.m. req. by Karen & Jeff Croft Sunday - 8/30 | Kathy Lake & Donna Fisher
8/15/2026
Sunday For The People
12:00p.m. (NOON)
8/16/2026
Saturday +Joan Young
4:00 p.m. req. by Fignar Family Sunday Offerin:
8/22/2026 sunday Offering
Sunday +Patricia Bair et i | 8 /9 /2026 8/16/2026
12:00p.m. (NOON) req. by Terri Booth
8/23/2026 Weekly Collection $1,653.00 $825.00
Saturday +Marcella Zator
4:00 p.m. req. by Lynn Joyce Energy $20.00 $20.00
8/29/2026 1 3s .
Building Maintenance | $80.00 $0.00
Sunday +Dr. John & Virginia While
12:00p.m. (NOON) req. by The Miskowski Family Altar Flowers $0.00 $0.00
8/30/2026
Assumption of the $0.00 $51.00
Catholic Ministries Drive 2026
January 1, 2026 to July 31, 2026
: . Total: 1,773.00 896.00
Catholic Pledges | Total Receipts Goal Over/Under 3 3

Ministries
e |$2,870.00 | $2,770.00 $5,800.00 | ($2,930.00) Your Generosity is Greatly Appreciated!




8/1 David Gillen, 8/14 Eric Fisher,
8/16 Christina Griffin, 8,/18 Erin Swope,
8/19 David Murphy, and
8/22 Robert Torsky

Happy Anniversary
8/7 Ken & Holly Falkosky
8/12 David Murphy & Maureen Willoughby

If we missed your birthday or anniversary please let us know so we can
update our list! We sincerely apologize for the oversight.
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PRAYER LIST

Rick Chafardon, Kathy Kendall, Jeremiah Murphy, Robert Torsky,
Kevin Joyce, Susan Cubbage, Dennis Cubbage Jr., Peggy Hoffman,
Jerry Monninger, Maureen Willoughby,

Jim Babinsack, Tom Haubrick, Christine Clark, and Eric Jones

Please call to add or remove a name once the
person is recovered or no longer in need of special prayer.

If you are placing someone other than a family member on

the list, please be sure to have their permission first.
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Parish Picnic

Parish Picnic September 20th after noon Mass in our
Social Hall. Picnic will be covered dish with chicken and
drinks provided. Please sign up in the
Vestibule of the church by Sept. 13.

New/Almost New Auction will be held at the picnic.
Bring interesting items to be auctioned off that day.
It can be something new or gently used, that re-gift item you
have two of, or that item that has been in your attic or closet
that your favorite aunt gifted to you.

Bring the ultimate item that will start a bidding war.
Our returning auctioneer will be Loren Leese.

Note: Please be sure to sign up as soon as possible.
Final attendance numbers on the sign-up sheet will determine
if there is enough interest to host the event.

We hope to see you there!
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Stewardship Reflection-August 23, 2026

Our readings today reveal beautiful truths about our God, and
they challenge us to look at the truth about ourselves as well. Our
Gospel passage, from Matthew, leads us to take a serious look at
whether our lives give God the glory He deserves. It comes in the
form of a question that Jesus poses to the disciples. He leads up
to it gently enough: “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
And they offer varying responses. Then, Jesus gets personal with
them, “But who do you say I am?” Peter gets the answer right,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus is getting personal with us today. He poses the same ques-
tion to each one of us who call ourselves His stewards and mod-
ern-day disciples. Surely, we would not hesitate to answer just as
Peter did, that Jesus is the Christ, Son of the living God. But do
our lives truly reflect this answer?

The gifts and blessings that God has given us - our time, our tal-
ents, our material possessions - are meant to be used in a manner
that says “Christ is my Savior and I am His disciple.” The most
eloquent praise we can offer Him is a life lived in grateful re-
sponse to His unfathomable love. This is the beauty and power of
a stewardship way of life.

Family Life Committee

Fall Basket Raffle

We have 22 items for our Fall Raffle. Thank you to
everyone that has offered to donate a basket or gift!

Tables are set up and ready in our church vestibule.
For clarity, please put a temporary note on your
item to identify it.

Tickets are also available for sales. We are asking each
family to sell at least one packet of 20 tickets for this
fundraiser. The tickets are counted out in envelopes in the Vesti-
bule for your convenience.

Any questions please ask or call
Deb Leese 717-816-9361.
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Convent & CORE Building Items Available

The following items remaining the in convent
(& some in the CORE building) are available to
parishioners by donation: Bookshelves (convent & CORE) -
various sizes, some matching; 2 large metal desks, wooden
computer desk (keyboard tray), small glass computer desk
(keyboard tray & wheels), wooden printer stand, Brother Super
G3 laser fax machine/Intellifax 2840, sofa / LIFT chair / 2 up-
holstered chairs, 2 small end tables, corner TV stand, metal
file cabinets (2/3/4 drawer), metal folding chairs, 3 beds
(frame, box spring & mattress): 2 doubles & 1 single, Wooden
dresser (5 drawers), Wooden rocker, black computer chairs
(arms & no arms)

If interested, please contact
Karen Croft for more
information, 717-987-3774.
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2026 Annual Wedding Celebration Information

Bishop Mark Bartchak and the Family Life Office
cordially invite all couples celebrating 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35,
40, 45, 50, 55, 60+ years of marriage in 2026 (and their families) to

attend the Annual Wedding
Anniversary Liturgy. Couples may attend Sunday,
September 13 in ALTOONA at Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
or Sunday, September 20 in
JOHNSTOWN at St. John Gualbert Cathedral. Both locations are handi-
cap accessible. Liturgies in each
location begin at 2:00 p.m. Most Rev. Bishop Mark will be the celebrant
and homilist at each celebration.

Refreshments/snacks will be available after the mass for

anniversary couples and their families.

Reservations must be made through your Parish
for either celebration by Friday, September 11th.

Please contact Donna Fisher, Parish Secretary,

at dfisher@dioceseaj.or
if you would like to register
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Gardening Committee Watering Schedule

August 23-29

Marlene Joyce

August 30 - September 5 Maureen Willoughby
September 6 - 12 Sally Gresty
September 13 - 19 Shara Miskowski




